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exactly the same thing. Sargon had done even
worse, for he had accepted the lesser title of aliakr
leanak in order that he might be delivered from
the onerous annual visit to Babylon and be free to
come and go as he pleased. Sennacherib would
do none of these things. He was a loyal Assyrian
and no Babylonian, and was determined to break
with all this past history, in which, his own coun-
try had the power, but gave up its semblance and
its show. He would possess that also, and show
the world that Assyria was not merely the head
of the empire, but its absolute master. He would,
in other words, treat Babylonia as a subject state
and pay no attention to its royal ideas, its kingly
titles, and its priestly authorities. It is possible
that in this decision jealousy was mixed up with
ambition. Sennacherib could not have looked the
empire over without learning that Assyria was
still a raw and uncouth country, leaning upon
Babylonia for every sign of culture. Perhaps he
felt that this position of Babylon itself might make
it some day the capital of the entire empire, while
Assyria lost its leadership altogether. His policy
must prevent any such possibility as that

Sennacherib must have formed his plans and
matured his policy even before his father was
dead, for it seems to come into play at once. The
first sign of it was purely negative, but it was
carefully noted in Babylonia, and the record of
the divergent views has come down to us. Sen-
nacherib did not go to Babylon to be crowned or